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Nicholas I and his Asiatic Diplomacy:

A Focus on the Roles of Asiatic Department of Foreign Ministry and Provincial Governor-Generals
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This research aims to clarify the process and the basic principles behind the expansion of the
modern state system into Asia through Russia during the reign of Nicholas I (1825-1855),
when Russia was one of the five major powers in the Post-Napoleonic European Regime
(Vienna System). The research deals with the question of how the Vienna System affected the
reorganization of Russia’s relationships with various Asian countries and regions, especially
the Qing dynasty and the Inner Asian khanates. My research addresses these gaps in the
literature with additional empirical research. In this research project, I examined Russian
diplomacy toward Asia during the reign of Nicholas I, while paying attention to the roles of the
Asiatic Department and the governors-generals in the peripheric regions of the Empire. My
proposed research project clarifies how the central government, local governors-general, and
other diplomatic organs such as the Asiatic Department deliberated and decided on foreign
policies and finally obtained the emperor’s authorization, and it describes the diplomatic
principles behind these decision-making processes based on readings and interpretations of
correspondence between the staff of the Asiatic Department, the ambassadors at the time of
negotiations to conclude treaties with Asian countries and regions, and governors-general
in peripheral regions of the Russian Empire, who maintained their autonomous status in the
peripheral provinces bordering Asian countries and regions. I identified as my target area of
“Asian diplomacy” the jurisdiction of the Asiatic Department, from the territory of the Ottoman

Empire to Iran, the Caucasus, Central Asia, the Qing dynasty, and Japan.
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