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This study investigates the new legal meaning of the accumulation of events theory in the context
of the right of self-defence under international law. In the United Nations Charter era, there
has been long, and severe academic conflict about the content of an armed attack stipulated in
article 51 of the UN Charter.

The most grave form of the use of force is an armed attack. In 1986 International Court of
Justice show that its attitude toward the meaning of an armed attack. ICJ stated that the use of
force is divided into an armed attack and short of an armed attack. After this judgment, many
international scholars criticized the Court’s view because the victims of short of an armed attack
can not exercise the right of self-defence in any case.

Then the accumulation of events theory has been revived. This doctrine has already advocated
in the 1960s, but few nations and scholars support it. They used to consider the accumulation
of'events theory as one that abuses exercising the right of self-defence.

In this study, the accumulation of events theory is divided into three aspects: qualitative
change, proportionality, and time. As a result, the aspect of qualitative change, the accumulation
of'events theory, has arestrictive effect on exercising the right of self-defence. By this restrictive

effect, the accumulation of events theory has the new legal meaning of the discipline of force

in international law.
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